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A” its annual convention I Ju'y t!g nat i ona i j st 5 ft 
Armenian Revo 5 ut Iona ry Fed e ret Ion i Tashn ags i of- 
f c i a 5 i y approved the long-bruited (reversal of V 
i"s traditional ant 5--$ov ietlsm. All Tashnag * 

references to the USSR from now on are to be 
•friendly, A campaign to enlist public support for 
Russian annexation of Turkish Armenia, for which 
$100,000 has already been raised, Is to begin- The 
Tashnag vo It p face has failed to elicit the slightest 
response from soviet officialdom and has been greeted 
by liberal Armen! an-Americans with derisive charges 

-J 

of insincerity, ieaving the nationalists feeiing 
more isolated than ever. 


THE ONCE uncompromisingly anti -Soviet Armenian Revolutionary Federa- 
tion (ARF) has officially changed its snots, and the swing toward 
support of the Soviet Union, which has been growing gradually more 
perceptible during the last few months/ has culminated in the adoption 
of a oro-Soviet policy at the Federation’s annual convention, held *n 
Boston the first week in July- This final reversal is branded as 
hypocrisy by anti-Tashnag Armeni an -Americans, who regard the move as the 

* An earlier n!nt of the Tashnag uoite face was given at the time of the 
USSR's conscitut'onal grant of autonomy to its 16 constituent repub’ic-* 
^ See "Foreign Nationalities Assess the Soviet Autonomy Move." FN N*in'>-' 
18! of 7 Ap-H 1944. 
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latest in a ":or.g ser’es of maneuvers designed to m.siead the public anent 
Tashnag "s true intentions. ^ 

» 

The Tashnags have never actually renounced their dream of a free and 
independent Armenia, including the lurk'sh .Irreaenra, which has kept them at 
ioggertisadr. with the USb" ever since Armenia was established as a Soviet component 
in 1920. But the apparent impracticability of their nopes and their feeling 
of isolation from all other Armenian groups probably combined with Russian 
military successes to bring about this decision to make the best of the 
existing situation. • 

W ; th the vision of independence fading, the now Soviet-friendly Tashnags 
are tuning their attention to the acquisition of the Turkish provinces of 
Armenia by the Soviet Armenian Republic. The call for Russian annexation of 
Turkish Armenia was raised by the ARF Some months ago, and was accompanied by 

a campaign to raise a $100,000 propagahda fund for that purpose, now said to 
be oversubscribed. Only gradually, however, did criticism of the Soviet 
Union in the Armen I an- American Tashnag press abate. Now the Tashnag leaders 
are preparing to bring Armenian problems before the public eye, and an essen- 
tial element, they believe, is mollification of the Soviets. 

The decisions of the Tashnag convention’s closed sessions were commu- 
nicated to a member of this Branchj?y James Vandal ian, editor of the weekly 
- ffirttrenil? and spokesman for Simorf Vratzian, executive secretary of the ARF 
and prime minister of the independent Armenian Republ ic of 1918—20. Vratzian 
had outlined to the Boston gathering hli s' proposals for a pro-Soviet policy; 
the 80-odd delegates were at fl rst undecided, but after "eloquent and im- 
pressive argument" by the speaker they had come around at last to enthu- 
siastic approval. The no! icy, according to Vr. Mandalian, is "to use honey 
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for catching flies rather than vineg&r." Ail Tashnag references to the 
USSR from now on are to be comol imen^ary. The familiar caustic, skeptical 
or cynical barbs heretofore hooked into all references to the Soviets 
are to be put aside. “The Russians $re extremely sensitive people, and 
they vvatch everything," Mandat ian ackjied* . 

At present the ARF feels itself; to be wholly isolated, according to 
Mandalian. The only response from Ambassador Gromyko to an appeal for 
Soviet-Armenian and USSR press releases has been the forwarding of the 
Embassy Bulletin. Previous corrmuni cfetions to Moscow and Eri van remain 
unanswered. This awkward situation, It is hoped, will be corrected when 
Moscow recognizes the new policy of friendliness, "The Russians need 
plenty of publicity* and we're the biggest Armenian publishers in the world," 

A spokesman for the traditonally anti-Tashnag Armenian 
Scepticism of L . 

the liberals Democratic L?bera;i Union (Ramgavar) was skeptical of In® 

sincerity of the Tashnag conversion. In his opinion, 
pressure from the Tashnag membership had forced the leaders to put on a pro— 
Soviet mask; it remains however only a mask, and when convenient it can be 
taken off. Tashnag fund-raising and propaganda schemes were described as 
elaborate money-making rackets for the insiders, which did nothing for the 
war effort or for Armenian relief. 

Undeterred by the criticism of / the anti-Tashnags and their refusal to 
cooperate in tne propaganda campaign, the ARF ! s proceeding with its pians, 
and hopes to enlist the supnort of dome unaff ; 1 ieted Armenians of prominence 
as well as a few friendly Americans.; If, as the Tashnags believe and hope, 
Turkey remains neutral, she will be, in a highly vulnerable position, and one 
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item of payment for' her neutrality, according to Mr, Mandal Ian, would be 
the cession of Turkish Armenia to Soviet Armenia. Perhaps another Item, he 
added, would be the letting of considerable Turkish blood; after all, the 
Armenians "would rather kill Turks than live." 



